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ELLISON ELAY — Only in his 30s, Jim ’ 

Roberts already was vice president of a v 
major hospital in Milwaukee, his wife 

Laurie operated a small business, and to- V. 

gether they lived the suburban good life '-ji 

with their two daughters. ■"= 

Young, attractive, successful, they had 4 

it all. Or so it seemed. ; ' 

They lacked fulfillment and knew 

something had to be done. Wt., V JUVA > • ,, „ - 

"We came to the conclusion that we ffl 
needed to be in business for ourselves." ; ^ A ” AST A 

Jim Roberts said. ' j ; , " , ; d 

If the fast track soured their feelings on f ' S 

urban life, the placid water of Ellison Bav ,.,c Jj. | .*• a # V 

proved to be their tonic. And the 10-room . A r \ : '* 

Griff;n Inn of Ellison Bay. which fortu- "W ** |i *** }. 

itously came up for sale when they made 

tlieir decision, would be both their home * 

"We just knew it was right for us,” said 
Laurie Roberts, 36. 

"Before we even got inside, the gut feel- ' m i ■ 

ing was there,” said Jim Roberts, now 42. * • ; 

"Five weeks later we moved in. We lV j- -** 7 ■* * 

moved so fast that some of our friends 

didn’t even know we’d left.” In the cards: Left to right, Harvey A. 

Four years later, the pace and people of Bay, Florence Elquist of Ephraim 
Ellison Bay proved they had the right in¬ 
stincts. The small settlement, founded in 
1866 by Johan Eliason, sits on the shore 
of a natural harbor surrounded by tower¬ 
ing limestone bluffs. 

Farming and fishing provided suste¬ 
nance for its residents in Eliason’s time. 

Its stunning beauty and resources drew 
immigrants and visitors from far and near 
in the years to follow. 

"We always say that Ellison Bay is de¬ 
lightfully underdeveloped,” Laurie Rob¬ 
erts said. 

That quality, prized by the area’s 
founders, is protected today. 

Jim Grasse, town chairman of Liberty 
Grove that includes Ellison Bay, said pro¬ 
posed zoning regulations will help the 
area retain its flavor as a compact, pros- 
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perous community with controlled 
growth. 

"Liberty Grove is to be maintained as a 
rural township,” Grasse said. "That’s the 
thing we’re trying to maintain. Under the 
new ordinance, the attempt will be made 
to keep things pretty much status quo. 
And hopefully, in places like Ellison Bay, 
they’ll fill in the spaces rather than 
sprawl out to the top of the hill or toward 
Gill’s Rock. 

"In other towns when the interior of 
the village either gets old or has parking 


This weekly feature looks at small area 
communities and the people who make 
them tick. 









Happy innkeepers: Jim and Laurie Roberts, to Door County. They say they are happy in In charge: Jim Grasse, Liberty Grove town chairman, 

owners of the Griffin Inn in Ellison Bay, left their adopted hometown and have no inten- talks at his office about life and government in 

the big-city hassles of Milwaukee to move tion of leaving. _ northern Door County. __ 













□ Ellison 

thing other than the standard tour¬ 
ist fare. And its residents are as 
comfortable talking to the town 
chairman as they are chatting with 
the chairman of a major corpora¬ 
tion. 

Grasse explained that exposure 
to people from all walks of life 
makes Ellison Bay an inviting 
place for visitors. 

here v~ vc 

to rubbing elbows with people 
from Milwaukee, Chicago, Madi¬ 
son, Minneapolis for generations. 
So they more readily accept those 
people. I think in a farming com¬ 
munity where they don’t have that 
connection with people, they won’t 
talk to you when you go into their 
restaurants. 

"They accept people up here. 
And I think that’s mainly because 
they see a lot of different people." 

But that sophistication haB not 
come at the expense of traditional 
values, Roberts said. Ellison Bay is 
in touch with the outside world but 
not infected by its cynicism. 

"Our 14 -year-old daughter re¬ 
members what the suburbs were 
like," Laurie Roberts said. "When 
we first moved up here, she and a 
girlfriend rode their bikes over to 
the Pioneer Store. Emily took her 
bike lock with her. In Milwaukee, 
when she rode to the store a block 
away from our home, she had to 
lock her bike. If you didn’t, it was 


i •? -f. 

gone. v r ,'\ 

"She proceeded to start locking 
her bike when this other girl who 
had grown up here started laugh¬ 
ing and said, 'What are you doing? 
Why are you locking your bike?’ 

"Now Emily worries more about 
her bike rusting in the rain than 
having it stolen. And that’s ipce.” 

Any regrets about exchanging 
promising careers for the uncer¬ 
tain life of Door County innkeep- 

pra 1 ? 

"None whatsoever," Jim Jtob- 
erts said without hesitation. 
"There are a lot of attributes to liv¬ 
ing here. We live here as well as 
work here. From a very selfish per¬ 
spective, I’m here when the kids 
leave in the morning and I’m Here 
when they get home from school." 

Laurie Roberts added, "We 
knew all along that this was the 
right place for us." 

■ Next Week: Black Creek in Ou¬ 
tagamie County 






